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was gentle when she spoke to him thus: "If you should abandon
me after you have corrupted me, I shall not dare to complain, for
that has ever been the way with men. But should you care to
see this affair through to a happy ending, your kindness would
indeed be great and our oath of faithfulness till death will not
be in vain. Whatever the issue may be, little will be altered by this
separation. So why should we mourn because you have to go away?
However, since you feel sad, I shall do what I can to comfort you.
You have praised my harp-playing, but I was bashful and would
not play for you. Now that you are going away, I shall do my
best."
Thereupon she had her harp brought and began to play the
prelude to "Rainbow Skirts and Feather Jackets" but before she
had played more than a few notes she broke off into such a plaintive
and sorrowful dirge that one hardly recognized the tune for
what it was. All those10 present began to choke with sobbing.
Suddenly Ying Ying stopped, pushed away her harp, and went
away weeping to her mother's room.
She did not come back that night, and early the next morning
Chang set forth on his journey.
In the examinations the following year Chang had no success
and so tarried in the capital for another attempt. He wrote a letter
to Ying Ying explaining the necessity for his continued absence.
Here is, roughly, Ying Ying's reply:
"I have read your letter and my heart is filled with both sorrow
and joy at your deep love and solicitude. You sent with your letter
a box of ornaments and five sticks of paste so that I may brighten
my hair and moisten my lips. I am grateful for your kindness, but
for whom am I to make myself beautiful now? I am afraid that
these things will only remind me of you and increase my sorrow
and regret.
"You say that you are staying at the capital so that you may
prosecute your studies; this is the way of advancement and it is as
10 Hie reader may well ask where do "they" come from. The answer is that the
Chinese writer is apt to ignore such factual details when he embarks on rhetorical
Sights.